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Abstract
The UK Government considers that there is a continuing need for properly regulated and ethically
conducted research using animals, where the harm caused to the animals is justified by the potential
benefits, suffering is minimised, and where no practicable alternative exists. The UK’s regulatory
system is geared to prevent animals being used where a practicable alternative exists, and those
licensed to carry out research using animals must ensure that their proposals comply fully with the
principles of the 3Rs.
Implementation of the 3R’s is, in effect, everyone’s responsibility. Many 3Rs successes are delivered
by scientists in the lab, or by named persons and technical staff at the cage side. National
governments and regulators have a key role to play in setting the direction, leading by example, and
providing the conditions necessary for effective implementation of the 3Rs.
In this presentation, the Head of the UK’s Animals in Science Regulation Unit, and one of the
Principal Inspectors, will explore several examples of how the UK government and the regulatory
body have acted, at different levels, to ensure the 3Rs are at the heart of all work involving animals
in science.

