
Acclimatisation prior to experiments

Acclimatisation of research animals after stressful events and prior to an 
experiment is important to achieve reliable research results. In a series of 
documents we have created support in choosing the length of 
acclimatisation for rats, mice and zebrafish. For rats and mice the materials 
have also been summarised as posters. 

The past year with the Swedish 3Rs Center

LinkedInwww.jordbruksverket.se/3R 3Rcenter@jordbruksverket.se

Support in choosing method of euthanasia for mice
When euthanising mice, 
there are several 
methods to choose 
between. All of them 
pose different levels of 
difficulty and affect the 
animal welfare in 
different ways. We have created a document that gives 
information on each method, based on scientific information
and experiences from animal research facilities. 

During the past year, the Swedish 3Rs Center has produced several advisory documents and online resources as well as a short film and
a statement. We have also arranged digital and face-to-face meetings for some of our target groups.

An arena for knowledge and progress when it 
comes to replacement, reduction and refinement 
of animal experimentation in Sweden

To access other materials from the Swedish 3Rs Center 
please visit our website www.jordbruksverket.se/3R

Aquarium furnishings for fishes

Group and single housing of rabbits
Rabbits are commonly single housed in 
animal research facilities, even though it 
is a social species. To help in group 
housing and to improve 
animal welfare when single 
housing is needed, we 
have created an advisory 
material, as well as a 
summarising poster. 

Publications available in Swedish only

Short film on a stem cell-based method that has replaced animal 
experimentation
We have visited a 
research group at Lund 
University, that has 
developed a method to 
replace mice in their research on 
neurological diseases. Listen to their 
explanation of the method in our film!

Animal-free cell culture
Cell cultures as in vitro models often 
replace animal experiments; however, they 
are usually not entirely animal-free. Many 
components used in a traditional cell 
culture are derived from animals and 
sometimes animal experimentation is 
required to produce cell culture 
components. In this online resource we 
highlight animal-free cell culture components and useful 
resources for serum-free media, 3D-scaffolds and components 
for handling of cells in vitro.

Statement on the 3Rs for Swedish research funding bodies
Together with Swedish research funding bodies we have 
produced a statement on the 3Rs. In the statement we explain 
what it means to continuously work with the 3Rs, and which 
effects this can have on Swedish research. Until now, seven 
research funding bodies, both governmental and private, have 
endorsed the statement. 

Publications Online resources

When furnishing an 
aquarium, it is 
important to adapt 
the interior and the 
bottom substrate to 
the species that is being housed. 
To facilitate this work, we have 
created a document stating 
general advise as well as specific 
needs for several fish species.

• A compilation of scenarios to be used 
when discussing Culture of Care in an 
organisation.

• Checklist on the 3Rs to be used when 
reviewing project applications in the 
Animal Ethics Committees.

• A strategy for the Swedish national committee’s 
work to replace animal experimentation.

Development and validation of in vitro methods

Methods that are to be used in regulatory risk assessment need to be 
formally validated. We have compiled resources for development, evaluation 
and formal validation of in vitro methods. Many of the tools are generally

useful to ensure method robustness 
in development of in vitro methods, 
while some are more specific for 
methods that are meant to be used in 
regulatory risk assessment.

Meetings for target groups
During the past year we have arranged digital or face-to-face meetings for 
the following target groups:
• Animal Ethics Committees – face-to-face meeting with a focus on a 

checklist on the 3Rs to be used when reviewing project applications.
• Animal technicians – digital meeting with a scenario based workshop on 

Culture of Care.
• Animal Welfare Bodies – face-to-face meeting mostly focusing on ways 

that the Animal Welfare Bodies can contribute to replacement of animal 
experimentation.

• Research funding bodies – a digital meeting with information on the 
relevance of the 3Rs in research funding and a face-to-face meeting with 
discussions on how to implement the 3Rs in calls for research funding.
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